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¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŀǿ tǊƛƴǘ 
 
Dear Brookhaven Families,  
 
L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ άǊŀƴέ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ t¢!Σ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΧ  !ŦǘŜǊ Ŏŀreful observation 
όǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Řŀȅύ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΧ 
 
 Brookhaven runs on ICE CREAM! Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ !tL 
score of all schools in the school district last year. 
 
Are there any drumsticks?  Brookhaven has had a phenomenally successful PTA Membership Drive (including a 
first time Junior Membership Program).  Our strongly supported fundraisers like the Write a Check, Sally 
Foster, Box Tops, Ink CartriŘƎŜǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ άDƻ DǊŜŜƴέ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  
 
Can I have a drumstick? 6th Grade Outdoor Ed has been supported by its Brookhaven Community in the spirit 
ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ έaŀƎƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǎέ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
a record-breaking audience of almost 600 (Yes, Ms. Fargo did get put back together). 
 
Do you have ice cream sandwiches? The Garden has been planted, a new Student Council elected, an art 
lesson on Van Gogh, Red Ribbon Week and Kikƛ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜŘΣ ŀ ά²ŀƭƪ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ /ƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ²ŀǊέΣ ¢ŜŘŘȅ .ŜŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇƛŎƴƛŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ƛǎ άƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘέΦ 
 
LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ǿŀƴƛƭƭŀ.  Life at Brookhaven marches forward, conferences and report 
cards are behind us, a much anticipated Book Fair in progress, ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΤ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎΣ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ t¢! and 
volunteers are working tirelessly (OK we do get tired) to make this look easy and comfortable and a place our 
students ŦŜŜƭ άŀǘ ƘƻƳŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜ.  I think they succeed everyday or our students would not be as excited and 
content with ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ȅŜǘ ōŀǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŜΧ 
 
Kind of makes you want an ice cream! 
 
Debi Grant 
PTA President 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 
 

Dear Brookhaven Community: 
 
The Brookhaven staff is very excited to announce that our Academic Performance Index (API) is 907.  The API 
is the method that the state uses to determine how a school is progressing towards the goal of 100% of 
students at the Proficient level on the STAR tests in English Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, and Science.  
It is one indicator that provides data for teachers, parents, and students on the quality of our programs and 
how students are mastering the California State Content Standards.  We are also proud to announce that our 
API was the highest in the district.  The factors that make the difference are the quality of instruction, our 
highly qualified teachers, the value that our community places on education, the support that parents provide, 
and the hard work on the part of students.  Everyone can be proud that they GAVE BIG last year in many ways.  
Congratulations to everyone who has a part of making Brookhaven an outstanding school! 
 
Facts about violence on TV and in Movies 
 
By the end of high school, the average American child will have spent 11,000 hours in the classroom compared 
to 15,000 hours in front of the television or on video games.  During this time, a child will have witnessed 
18,000 murders and countless other acts of violence. 
 
As parents, you are the most iƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  Lƴ Ƴƻǎǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
is next.  What is the effect of so much television on children?  Although television has its educational benefits, 
many of the programs are of poor quality and questionable content.  Consider some of these findings. 

 Violence on television may contribute to violence elsewhere. 
 There is a direct correlation between TV viewing and poor school performance. 
 Young people can learn unhealthy and unrealistic attitudes about sex on TV. 
 TV shows lots of drinking, but few hangovers or other negative consequences. 
 Excessive TV watching is linked to obesity in children. 
 TV often presents a distorted or stereotypic view of the world. 

 
Several things you can do include: 

 Watch television with your children. 
 [ƛƳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
 Help your children plan what they will watch. 
 Discuss with your child the content of programs and commercials. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ CŀǊƎƻΩǎ Letter 



 

 

 

 
Be Healthy 
 
Good health comes from good habits and wise choices. To enjoy good health now and in the future, 
youngsters must learn how to exercise, control stress, be clean, and reduce the risk of disease.  They must get 
into the habit of eating nutritious foods, getting plenty of sleep, and understanding how physical and 
emotional health is ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άƴƻΦέ  
When children are healthy they will probably do well in school. 
 
Following good health practices at home will help children be ready to learn: 
 

 Pick nutritious foods and limit sugary snacks and fatty foods. (School lunches have reduced amounts of 
fats this year.) 

 Start the day by eating a healthy breakfast. 
 Teach your child how to stop the spread of germs by keeping clean and washing hands frequently and 

before meals. 
 Make sure your child is vaccinated at the right time. 
 Encourage children to exercise, jog, walk, jump rope, bicycle, roller-blade, dance and swim. 
 ¢ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άƴƻΣέ ǿŀlking away from fights, and encourage them to 

talk to you about dangerous situations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shirley Fargo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
 
For the first month of the school year there were 100 volunteers who contributed 312.8 hours to our 
school and teaching staff! 
  
That is pretty amazing and I know things wouldn't go as smoothly in the class if the volunteers weren't 
there. 

--Jeanne Melodia/PTA Historian 
 



 

 

 
 

   
Membership Drive 2008/2009 

By Beth Stark 
 

¢ƘŜ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ t¢! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΣ ά¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ IŜŀǊǘέ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
students, staff and families that participated. With the introduction of our new junior membership, we grew 
from 397 memberships last year to 625 and counting!  Hopefully, our increase in membership will be enough 
ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Ϸнллф ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀǊŎƘ мst, 2009.  Junior PTA memberships are still 
available for purchase at $5 each through February 2009.  Misplaced or lost membership cards cannot be 
replaced. 
 
So, who are the winners of the Teachers with Heart Contest?  
 

The Teachers with Heart Grand Prize Winner 
 

Fourth Grade ς aǊǎΦ !ƭŜƪǎƛŎ ϧ aǊǎΦ [ŜƛŦŜǎǘŜΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
DǊŀƴŘ ǇǊƛȊŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ Ϸрлл ƎƛŦǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƻ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴΩs Scholastic Book Fair.   

Congratulations for bringing in the highest number of memberships for your grade!!! 
 

Four classes GAVE BIG efforts returning 100% of their envelopes. In doing so, their class received 1 ice cream 
ticket for each student and their teacher. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
aǊǎΦ YƴƛŜǎǎΩǎ 1st Grade Class 

aǊǎΦ CŀǎǘκaǊǎΦ ¢ƘƻǊǇΩǎ 1st/2nd Grade Class 
aǊǎΦ 5ȅƪǎǘǊŀΩǎ 2nd Grade Class 
aǊǎΦ !ƭŜƪǎƛŎΩǎ 4th Grade Class 

 
A special thank you to the following BIG GIVERS (aka committee members): Pamela Thoemmes, Jeanne 
Melodia, Debi Grant, Pam Ek, Alex Ofelia, Michele Severson, Elizabeth Reynoso and Claudia Kadiamada.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

   Teachers Spotlight 
By: Pamela Ek 

  
 

Here at Brookhaven Elementary, we are very fortunate to have teachers who are so dedicated to our 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Each issue of our newsletter we pose questions to three teachers at our school in 
hopes of trying to get to know them a little better.   
 
Mrs. Jamie Grijalva has taught at Brookhaven for 14 years.  She earned her Bachelor's Degree at UC Riverside, 
aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜs in curriculum development at National University and her teaching credentials from 
Chapman University.    
 
What she says she likes best about being a teacher is, άL ƭƻǾŜ the moments when I see a student who has 
struggled with a concept finally get it.  The look on their face at that moment makes me realize why I teach.  
Teaching is very challenƎƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦέ 
 
Mrs. Grijalva is happily married to her husband Joey and has two daughters.  Gabby is 5 years old and Maggie 
is 2 years old.  She also has a dog named Quintus (he was their first child).  Mrs. Grijalva LOVES going to 
concerts!  She is a huge John Mayer fan. She has seen him in concert four times.  If there is a concert like 
Aerosmith, Bon Jovi, or any other rock bands, ǎƘŜΩǎ there! 
 
What is Mrs. GrijalvaΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΚ   She says άI remember my first year teaching at 
Brookhaven.  The teachers used to perform at the Volunteer Luncheon.  Ms. Tripp graciously gave another 
new teacher and me a duet in the staff performance for the parent volunteers.  We had to sing in front of 
what seemed to be a HUGE group.  The other teacher was so nervous that no words came out of her mouth.  I 
ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ōȅ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΗέ 
 
When asked what her favorite school memory as a child was she ǎŀȅǎΣ άI loved my 3rd grade teacher, Mrs. 
Tresemer.  I remember her reading to us every afternoon before we went home.  She would sit in a rocking 
chair, and we would all sit on the floor and listen to her read.  She inspired me love to read Beverly Cleary 
books!  I have been very lucky because I had so many fabulous teachers that inspired me.  My list is too long to 
write here!έ 
 
/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ baker you are right!  She 
ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ Ŏƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ would be fun to bake and decorate cakes for weddings or birthdays.  People 
get so haǇǇȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎŀƪŜΦέ 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

  
Mrs. Julie Fast has taught 25 years.  She has been at Brookhaven for the past 3 years, job sharing with Mrs. 
Thorp.  Prior to Brookhaven, she taught at Mabel Paine, Rose Drive, Van Buren and Lakeview Elementary 
Schools.  She grew up in La Habra, graduated from La Habra High School and went on to get her degree from 
UCI.    
 
²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛǎ άThe students crack me up and I am constantly learning 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  {ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ Ƨƻō ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aǊǎΦ ¢ƘƻǊǇΦέ 
 
Mrs. Fast is happily married to her husband Brian and lives in Laguna Beach.  She has two children, a son 
attending SDSU and a daughter attending UCSD.  Both plan to become teachers.  She also has a dog named 
Izzy.  Last summer she went skydiving with her husband and son.  It was exciting!  Mrs. Fast has a dance minor 
and still takes tap dance classes. 
 
What is Mrs. CŀǎǘΩǎ favorite Brookhaven memory?  She has ŀ ŦŜǿΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ άMy first week at Brookhaven, Mr. 
bŀƪŀƴƛǎƘƛ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ΨCŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ CǳǊƛƻǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ aǊǎΦ ¢ƘƻǊǇ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ L 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ŎŀǊŀƳŜƭ ŀǇǇƭŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎΗέ 
 
Her favorite school memory as a child was when her high school French class flew to San Francisco for an 
overnight field trip.  Her French teacher was her favorite teacher and is inspired by her parents and children. 
 
/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ a Yoga Instructor you are 
right!  She also loves to organize closets and would love to be a professional closet organizer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teachers Spotlight 



 

 

 

 

Teachers Spotlight 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Mrs. Kim Thorp began teaching at Brookhaven in 1996.  She has taught Kindergarten, first grade, second 
grade and is currently teaching a 1st and 2nd grade combo class with a job share partner Mrs. Fast and loving 
every second of it.  In 1993 she graduated from Mankato State University in Minnesota with a degree in 
Elementary Education and a minor in Kindergarten.  She completed her Masters Degree in Curriculum and 
Instruction at Azusa Pacific University in 2000.   
 
²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛǎ άthe students and their desire to learn, do their best and 
the funny things ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦέ 
 
Mrs. Thorp married her high school sweetheart Paul.  Shortly after they were married they moved from 
Minnesota to California.  Mrs. Thorp lives in Yorba Linda.  She has two sons, Maxwell who is 9 years old and 
Blakeslee who is almost 1 years old.  Max is a rumbling tumbling boy.  He is in fourth grade at Travis Ranch 
Elementary.  He loves football, soccer and being a big brother.  In November of 2007, her second son Blake 
was born.  Blake is a sweet, happy little guy on the move.  When her second son Blake was born, her older son 
Max named him and was the first person to hold Blake. 
 
What is Mrs. ¢ƘƻǊǇΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΚ  {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ άTŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƭƻƴƎ ƭƻǎǘ ōǳŘŘȅ YƛƳ bŜǊƛƻΦέ 
 
Mrs. Thorp says her favorite teacher that was ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊ aŀǎǘŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ .ƻōōƛŜ 5ŜŀƴǎΦ  ά{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
ŀ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦέ 
 
/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘΚ  If you guessed a Stylist you were right.  Mrs. 
Thorp woǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŀƭƻƴ ŦƻǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ   !ŦǘŜǊ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƭƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǘȅƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Meet the Masters - 101 
Meet the Masters is an Art Program sponsored by the Brookhaven PTA 

By: Debi Grant 
 

 
 

ά¢ƘŜ aŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊǎέ !Ǌǘ 9ƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŀ о ǎǘŜǇ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΥ 
 
1) Assembly - The students Grades 1-6 attend a slide show assembly where they learn about the life of the 
artist, their inspirations and how their work has influenced the world of art.  
 
2) Learning Packets - After the students attend the assembly and before their classroom art lesson, the 
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tŀŎƪŜǘέΦ ¢Ƙis packet is typically 2-3 worksheet 
pages that instruct students to follow directions and complete the listed exercises. The purpose of the packet 
is to reinforce material presented during the assembly and to teach vocabulary, art elements and technique 
fƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tŀŎƪŜǘέ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ŀǎ άŦǳƴ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪέ; sometimes 
classroom time can be tight, so use this as an opportunity to learn a little bit of technique yourself! 
 
оύ άIŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ ς Every classroom Grades 1-6 will have a one- hour class with the Meet the Masters 
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tŀŎƪŜǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ 
frame able piece of art in one hour. You will be amazed how well the students do! Typically these works of art 
ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΗ 
 
 
hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ - Vincent van Gogh 
 
Vincent van Gogh 1853-1890 ς Dutch 
 
For this project, texture is the prime art element taught in the media of oil pastels on dark paper. The 
vocabulary emphasis was texture, spiral, broken line, stroke, pressure, foreground, horizon line. The visual 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ Ǿŀƴ DƻƎƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊǊȅ bƛƎƘǘέΦ  
 
You will see that our students have created some truly inspired artwork! 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

PTA Family Social  
ά¢ƘŜ .ǊƻŎƪ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ aŀƎƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǎέ 

By: Debi Grant 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Iƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǘǊƛŎƪΧ 
 
On October 10th Brock Edwards made 600 people appear in a dark field at Brookhaven. Huddled together in 
lawn chairs and picnic blankets ς well fed by Mi Casita and sensationally snacked by the crew from the 6th 
ƎǊŀŘŜ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 9Ř ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŎǊŜǿΧ 
 
hǳǊ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘΧ 
 
An unforgettable show of fantastic illusions, pulse-quickening music, dazzling costumes and state-of-the-art 
lighting! Some of our own students shared the spotlight and we watched with jaw dropping anticipation as a 
woman floats, or disappears! We marveled in awestruck amazement at the illusion of MS. FARGO BEING CUT 
IN HALF right before our very eyes! It was all part of the Brock Edwards Magic Extravaganza! A family night to 
ƭƛŦǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΣ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƳŀȊŜ ǳǎΦ !ƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ƭŀǳƎƘΧ 
 
6th DǊŀŘŜ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 9Ř ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΧ!ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άCŀō пέ 
hǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎΧaŜƭƛƴŀ aichaels, Jodi Fleishman, Michele Severson and Catrina Eazel and their team of 
wonderfully committed parents who arrived early that day for set up, donated baked goods for sale, scooped 
root beer floats, arranged for Mi Casita and worked their stations from tickets selling to trash pick-ǳǇΧ¢Ƙŀƴƪ 
you, Thank you, Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Red Ribbon Week 
By Debi Grant 

 
¢ƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ wŜŘ wƛōōƻƴ ²ŜŜƪ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфур ŀŦǘŜǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 59! !ƎŜƴǘ 9ƴǊƛǉǳŜ άYƛƪƛέ /ŀƳŀǊŜƴŀ ǿŀǎ 
kidnapped and murdered by drug traffickers in Mexico. This tragic event produced an immediate outpouring 
of grief, but over time has generated a sense of hope across America through the observance of Red Ribbon 
Week at the end of October in all schools, during which children are educated about the killing effects of drug 
abuse and commerce, with the hope that they will reject these pitfalls. That hope is being kept alive through 
the hard work of thousands of Americans, particularly our young people, who participate in various Red 
Ribbon events and programs each year. This year marks the 23rd anniversary of Red Ribbon Week, October 
27th to the 31st. 
 

The following are Brookhaven PTA Sponsored Activities for our {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΧ 
 
Monday, October 27th Brookhaven commemorated the ultimate sacrifice made by Kiki Camerena by 
assembling as a student body and listening to a presentation given by Placentia Police Officer Ken Alexander. 
 
Wednesday October 29th Brookhaven Families were asked to walk to school wearing their Brookhaven Spirit 
Wear.  Red Ribbon week is also about making good healthy choices. 
 
Thursday October 30th Brookhaven students were asked to sign their names and become a link in the chain 
ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ά5ǊǳƎ CǊŜŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅέΦ  This long paper chain of names 
symbolizes the pledge that each student made to not use illegal drugs, smoke cigarettes and not drink alcohol 
until the legal age of 21.  The chain will be displayed in the M.P.R. for the remainder school year. If your child 
was absent, or missed the opportunity to sign and pledge, see Mrs. Grant and she will take their pledge and 
their name will be added to the chain. 
 
Friday October 31st Brookhaven students were asked to wear red from head to toe. 
 
Thank you for participating!  
 
A huge thank you to Tim Grant and Brenda Emrick who took hours out of their Sunday to festoon the school in 
Red Ribbons and Officer Ken Alexander who prepared a presentation that was truly heartfelt. Further thanks 
to Cub Scout Pack 750 for their Presentation of Colors at the assembly and to Gabriele Coughran for her 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘŀƛƴέΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ 
you to the teachers who hand out the donated ribbons bracelets and certificates over such a busy week! 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Ticket to Read 

By: Kim Thorp 

Have you been wondering why your child is coming home wanting to get on the computer to read?  
Brookhaven is in the beginning phases of launching a new reading program - Ticket to Read.  As the students 
use the Ticket to Read program, they will build reading fluency, strengthen their vocabulary, and reinforce 
comprehension skills.  Through reading passages at their level, the students are rewarded with tickets that can 
be redeemed to purchase items for their clubhouse.  Check out the Reader Leader Board on the Ticket to Read 
Home Page and you'll most likely see a handful of Brookhaven students leading the nation!  This program is 
designed for grades K-5.  

WWW.TICKETTOREAD.COM 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Did You See It? 

One day a blank Brick Wall ς Next Day a Masterpiece! 

 
Brookhaven knows it did not happen overnight. We so appreciate the time, talent and excellent 

arrangement and workmanship of Mr. Brad Allred.  And thank you Allred family and crew 
for the 2nd Tile Wall arrangement and mounting. 

 
Brookhaven families were given the opportunity to support the school through the purchase of a tile.  
The tiles were painted on campus at our May 2008 PTA Family Social or at ARTWORKS POTTERY ETC in 

Yorba Linda. 
  

¢ƘŜ ά[ŜƎŀŎȅ ¢ƛƭŜέ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎŜǉǳŜƭΗ 
 

 

http://www.tickettoread.com/


 

 

 

Fundraisers News 
 

Sally Foster Success 
 
! ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŀ ǘǊǳƭȅ άŦǳƴέ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΦ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
the progress of how the sales went was exciting! I think the students were excited about some of the prizes 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŀƭŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ άǎŀƭŜǎ ŦƻǊŎŜέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ. We grossed close to 
$19,000 in sales! That includes our On-[ƛƴŜ ǎŀƭŜǎΧǿƘƛŎƘ L ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
prefers to have their orders delivered directly to the purchaser. 
 
Congratulations to our Top Selling Students!! 
Kameron Calabria  $1003.50 
Cameron Fournier  $490.00 
Liliana Guzman  $483.00 
Tucker Raya   $442.00 
Lexi Rosenkranz  $402.00 
 
Special Congratulations go to our Top Selling Classrooms: 
Mrs. Vitelli   $2131.50 
Mr. Hebert   $2092.50 
Mrs. Torres   $1166.50 
Mrs. Aleksic   $1007.50 
 
IƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ aŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aǊǎΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ϷфумΦрл ƛƴ ǎŀƭŜǎ 
 
Eco Bags 
 
Our bags have made us very popular. Parents toting the άŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊέ 9Ŏƻ Bags around town are often asked 
where they purchased them. Another order is in progress, and we will get them in before the holidays for gift 
giving.  Brookhaven gets 40-50% back for the school with these inexpensive but practical bags! 
 
Entertainment Book Sales 
 
We get 50% back to the school with these money saving books! One lucky student took home a book with a 
Ϸрл ŎƻǳǇƻƴ ƛƴ ƛǘΗ !ƴŘΧǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ Dŀōōȅ aŎ/ǳǘŎƘŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ aǊǎΦ /ŀǎǘƛƭƭƻΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  
 
Thank you!!! 
Again, many thanks to the volunteers who have helped at a minuteΩs notice with all our fundraising efforts. 
We have a group of dedicated volunteers that have counted money, tabulated orders, delivered orders and 
ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘΧǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΗΗΗ 
 
Thank you to all our familiŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ ǘƻƻΗ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 
to raise the money to fund the various programs we provide our students!!! 

 
 



 

 

 

Red Lions HMH-363 
An Optional Brookhaven Big Give Family Service Project 

 
Operation: "Waves of Gratitude and Appreciation" 
 
Who is the Red Lions HMH-363?  
 
The mission of HMH-363 is to provide assault support transport of combat troops, supplies and equipment 
during expeditionary, joint or combined operations. HMH-363 is prepared for short-notice, worldwide 
employment in support of Marine Air-Ground Task Force operations. HMH-363 is a CH-53D Sea Stallion 
helicopter squadron. 
 
What can my family and I do to help?  
 
Brookhaven's Mission: To write letters or draw pictures for the returning Sailors and Marines of HMH-363. 
This is an optional "service project" and an opportunity to thank a returning Soldier and provide a bit of 
comfort. The HMH -363 "Spouses Group" has requested donations to fill "Welcome Home Laundry Baskets" 
for the 97 single Marines and Sailors.  Useful items such as: 
Tooth paste, toothbrushes, soap, pillows, razors and shaving cream, deodorant, snacks and of course, 
correspondence! 
 
Brookhaven's beloved 2nd grade teacher Mrs. Carol Sibley has a son James, who is a pilot in the HMH-363. He 
will be returning from his 3rd deployment in Iraq in February to his home base in Hawaii.  He is married and 
his wife is excited about his homecoming. The un-married soldiers return to base with a "Heroes Welcome" - 
then to a rather bare barracks.  Your heart felt letters of support and appreciation can lift their spirits. 
 
A Drop Box: Will be placed outside the MPR - Starting on Monday, November 17th until December 1st.  You 
may place your letters/donations addressed to "Dear Marine or Sailor" there and they will be shipped to 
Hawaii in time to greet the squadron who will begin returning home December through February. 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2008-2009 SCHOOL SITE 

COUNCIL 
 

We would like to welcome our newest School 
Site Council Representatives.  
 

Heather Francine 
Vicki Osborn 
Christine Vu 

And thank you for your continued service: 
 

Diana Pantoja 
Kelly Alfaro 

 
 

 
 

Lost and Found 
 
Lost articles of clothing and lunch boxes 
can be found in the cart outside the MPR.  
Lost smaller items such as eye glasses or 
jewelry are kept in a box in the office.  
Please check it out.  The cart will be 
emptied at winter break and unclaimed 
items are given to charity! 
 

 

 
2008-2009 Student Council 
 
President:                                      Malia Green 
 
Vice President:                              Jakob Garberg 
 
Recording Secretary:                   Karlie Bennett 
 
5th Grade Treasurer:                    Troy Allen 
 
4th Grade Treasurer:                    Cameron Smith 
 
6th Graders: 
Kasey Castello, Katelin Delzeith, Katie Mechem, Sally 
Olea, Lindsay Slokan, Miranda Tramison and Hunter 
Wolik 
 
5th Graders: 
Noor Arbab, Paige Bakkers, Christy Bradford, Ryan 
Broadwater, Katie Christensen, Delaina Dunn, Lexis 
Garcia, Rachel Garner, Erin Horan, Natalie Horn, 
Sara Kistler, Rachel Lackmann, Makayla 
Lichtenwalter, Jake Niemeyer, Lindsey Pinegar, Cole 
Smith, Byron Tasset, Patrick Thoemmes, Dylan 
Valdez and Kendall Wheeler 
 
4th Graders: 
Jessica Frausto, Owen Guidry, Jordan Halili, Taylor 
Hoffman, Andy McIntosh, Amanda Melodia, Theresa 
Palczewski, Sami Steinbrecher and Taylor Wolik 
 
3rd Graders: 
Lily Salas, Kristen Sobschak, Kailee Sadler and 
Garrett Curl 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brookhaven Bear Necessities  

Brookhaven Elementary School 
1851 North Brookhaven Avenue 

Placentia, CA  92870 

Phone (714) 986-7110 

Website: www.brookhavenelementary.com 
 

Principal  

Shirley Fargo 

sfargo@pylusd.org 

 

PTA President 

Debi Grant 

pta@brookhavenelementary.com 

 

Newsletter 

Pam Ek 

newsletter@brookhavenelementary.com 

 

Webmaster 

Michelle Kurland 

webmaster@brookhavenelementary.com 
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Wacky Hair Day 2008 
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