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Inside This Issue: 

   the president’s paw print 
 
Hi Brookhaven Parents�
�
I’m sure by now your child/children have settled in to their 
school routines and are doing well.  Don’t we have the 
greatest teachers and staff in the School District?  I’ll answer 
for you:  You bet!  
 
I want to thank all of you—parents, teachers, and staff—who 
joined the PTA this year.  We have over 400 PTA members 
this year and we netted nearly $6,000 for our school.  
Additionally, I would like to thank all of you for your 
generosity and commitment, and a special thanks to Beth 
Stark, the PTA Membership Committee Chair. 
 
We’re sorry we had to delay our Family Social that was 
scheduled for October 26 to November 30th. The terrible fires 
in Orange County and elsewhere dictated that. Thanks for 
your patience and understanding. 
 
I want to thank all of you who volunteer your time at the 
various PTA projects; you truly make a difference.  If you 
haven’t volunteered yet, it’s not too late because we will have 
lots of opportunities for the rest of the school year. 
 
I hope everyone has a great holiday season.  Again, thanks 
for your support, and let’s continue “going for the gold” in 
2008. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
��������	
���
	������
�
�	���������
���
 
 

The President’s Paw Print …..……1 
Principal Fargo’s Letter ……..…. 2/3 
PTA Membership Drive ………...…4 
Teachers Spotlight  ……………..5/6 
Red Ribbon Week………………..7 
Meet the Masters………………..…8 
Important Dates to Remember……8 
Family Social…………………  ……9 
Reward Programs…….…….10/11 
Sponsors ……………………...13/14 
 
 
*********************************** 

����������	�
���	��
����� �
����
� 
��� ������� �����
�� �
�
�����	��������������
�	����� ���� �
�
����� ������ ��� 
��� ������

�	� �����
��� ���
��� ��� 
��� ��
�� ������ ��
��
�
��	�������������������	��
�������
�
����	�������
����	�����	�� .  



Page 2 of 14 - 2 - 

 
Dear Parents and Students: 
 
Disaster Preparedness is very important here at Brookhaven.  Please read this letter very thoroughly and save for 
future reference.  Brookhaven’s staff, in conjunction with the PTA, is continually preparing for potential disasters, 
including earthquakes.  In an effort to be prepared, our plan includes the need for a PERSONAL SURVIVAL KIT for 
each student.  We hope we do not have to implement our disaster plan, but want to assure you that we are prepared.   
 
If a disaster should occur during school hours, there would be a possibility that your child would need to remain at 
school through the dinner hour, or possibly, overnight.  It would be necessary to have some food and drink and other 
items to sustain him/her during that time.  Therefore, if you have not sent in your PERSONAL SURVIVAL KIT with 
food and water, please do so as soon as possible .  Items must fit into a one gallon Ziploc Bag.  Also, be sure to 
keep your emergency card up to date with phone numbers, email addresses, and names and phone numbers of 
people who may pick up your child.   
 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.   
 
TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS 
 
If telephones are operational following a serious disaster, their use will be restricted to reporting medical, fire, or other 
emergencies.  Please do not call the school . Information for parents will be released by radio on local stations KFI 
(640 AM), and/or KNX (1070 AM).  Parents will be advised regarding school conditions, dismissal times, and 
procedures. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
In the event of a major disaster, SCHOOL WILL NOT BE DISMISSED AND CHLDREN WILL REMAIN UNDER 
SUPERVISION OF SCHOOL AUTHORITIES. 
 
PICKING UP YOUR CHILD 
 
No child will be released to anyone other than his/her parent or guardian, except under the following conditions: 

·  Parent or guardian has designated other adult emergency contacts on emergency card.  If your disaster card 
needs updating, please see your child’s teacher.  

·  The identification, signature, and destination of any person signing a child out will be required before the child 
is released.  A child will be signed out from the student-release area that will be visibly identified during a 
disaster.  Your cooperation will be necessary in signing your child out after a disaster.  The school must 
account for each and every student.  We therefore need students signed out in a calm, orderly manner.  
REMEMBER—Personnel could be needlessly injured searching for your child if his/her whereabouts are 
unknown. 

·  If any of the above items are judged to be in doubt, the child will remain in the care of the school. 
·  If circumstances warrant, it may be safest to move your child to an alternate location. 
·  Please minimize the possibility of a traffic jam and facilitate the smooth release of children by walking to 

school when possible.  If you must drive to school, leave your car at least a block away to allow emergency 
vehicles room to get in.  Please adhere to this courtesy so that we can help all families as fast as possible. 

·  Adult volunteers will be welcome to assist on campus during the emergency.  Present yourself at the Student 
Reunion Gate and state your willingness to work on campus.  You will then be directed to the Incident 
Commander. 

 
 

Continued on the next page  
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YELLOW DISASTER CARD 
 
Please be sure your yellow disaster card is up to date.  You child will not be released to anyone who is not listed on this yellow 
card. Be sure to include an out-of-state telephone number and any vital medical instructions. 
 
Very sincerely, 
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ITEMS SUGGESTED FOR THE PERSONAL SURVIVAL KIT 

 
Please pack the one (1) gallon-size Ziploc Bag with nutritious snacks that your child will like.  Remember, 
no chocolate or other sticky foods.  All foods must be in sealed wrappers, as food must last for one year.  
Boxed drinks are not recommended due to leakage. 
 
** Be sure to write your child’s name & room number with a permanent marker on the outside of the 
Ziploc Bag. 
 
FOOD SUGGESTIONS: 
 

·  2 (two) or 3 (three) canned juices with pop tops or water (no glass bottles or juice boxes please) 
·  2 (two) 4-oz. cans of fruit with pop tops or 2 (two) dried fruit roll-ups 
·  2 (two) 3-oz. cans of tuna or other luncheon meat in pop-top cans. 
·  Granola bars-no chocolate 
·  Peanut butter & crackers or cheese & crackers snack packs 
·  Plastic spoon or fork wrapped in a napkin 
·  2 (two) individually wrapped moist towelettes  
 

Note:  Be sure to check expiration dates on food items for longest shelf life.  Also, our storage is 
limited, so please do not include anything larger than will fit into the Ziploc Bag. 
 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

·  small flashlight and batteries or small disposable flashlight  
·  emergency solar blanket – compact (available @ camping/sporting goods stores) 
·  deck of cards or other small game 
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Membership Drive 2007/2008 

By Beth Stark/Membership Drive Chair 
�

 This year’s school theme, “Go for the Gold”, proved to be the right one to motivate our school’s students, 
parents, teachers and staff in raising funds for this year’s PTA membership drive! 90% of PTA envelopes, over $7,200 
and 400 memberships obtained made for a very successful drive.  Besides our entire student body, there were other 
noteworthy “winners”.  All classes “raced” in the 100% dash attempting to return all envelopes for a 

Popsicle party. winners: 
 Mrs. Bailey  Mrs. Castillo  Mrs. Grijalva Mrs. Kneiss   
Mrs. Sweet Mrs. Thorp/ Mrs. Fast  Mrs. Torres 

 
The race continued for Gold, Silver, and Bronze medal winners for those classrooms bringing in the most PTA 

dollars. Congratulations to the following classes: 

                                                                              
 

A special thanks to the following “GOLD team members” (aka committee members) that went the extra mile: 
Catrina Eazell,  Claudia Kadiamada,  Lora Fisher,  Pamela Thoemmes,  Tracy Taylor. Lori Bennett and    Debi 
Grant 
Once again, thank you to all of you for supporting Brookhaven through the membership drive! 
*************************************************************************************** 
 

PROJECT READ 
November 7th 

6:30pm to 8:30pm 

Project Read  is a program that 
includes instructional strategies, and is 
very successful in teaching students to 
read.  The District is offering parents 
the opportunity to learn the strategies 
so that they can reinforce their child’s 
reading instruction at home.  This is a 
powerful program that is used across 
the district.�

�
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Take  the time to introduce yourself to a new 
student here at Brookhaven!  Jacob Arellano 
is a 5th grader in Mr. Hebert’s class.   He just 

moved here from Brea and was attending 
Fanning 

Elementary.    He 
has a 13 year old 

sister, Brylin & 
brand new baby 

Brother, Aedin.  He 
loves football and 
plays Pop Warner. 
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 Teachers Spotlight:  
 
Here at Brookhaven Elementary, we are very fortunat e to have teachers who 
are so dedicated to our children’s education.  It i s evident, when you read 
what three of our school’s most tenured teachers ha ve to say.  They’ve 
given us an opportunity to get to know more about t hem. 

 

Brookhaven has been Mrs. Tripp’s  home for 16 years.  Prior to Brookhaven, she taught at Rio Vista Elementary. 

 

Her son Sam, is 18 and is attending college at College of the Redwoods up in Eureka.  She has 2 dogs.  Flag is a golden retriever.  

She is a working dog and often visits people in hospitals & shelters.  Jones was adopted to keep Flag company so he is technically 

Flag's dog. He is a very naughty Yorkie-Poo.   

 

She earned her Bachelor's of Science degree from Wright State University in Ohio.  She earned her Masters right here in 

California at USIU.   “The kids are the best part of teaching. They keep you on your toes and keep life interesting.  Sometimes Ms. 

Fargo brings donuts and that's not bad, either.” 

 

Some of Mrs. Tripp’s fondest memories…. 

Mrs. Cassidy was my 1st grade teacher.  I always felt she understood me and supported me.  She taught me so very much but what 

I remember most is when we hatched chicks in an incubator in the classroom.  I'll never forget holding those baby chicks! 

 

Brookhaven is a wonderful place to teach. I will NEVER forget the time many years ago, when one of my naughty boys put a 

lizard down the shirt of another boy during class.  The victim began to wriggle & squirm.  I thought he was having a seizure!  I 

saw that boy a few months ago and he still does not believe that the other boy did this on purpose! 

 

I can't imagine doing anything else besides teaching.  I can remember arguing with my sisters when we were children. We would 

play school and they were always the teacher and they never let me have a turn.  They ended up being an accountant and an 

engineer, but I have the most important job of all.  I wouldn't change it for anything!  

 

Continued page 6 
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Teachers Spotlight :  

 

 
Mrs. Kniess, our veteran teacher, has been teaching at Brookhaven for the 

past 21 years!   Prior to Brookhaven she taught at Orchard Elementary for 8 years. Orchard 
Elementary is now part of Esperanza High School, students use the overpass from the high school.  

She has 4 children, 2 with 4 legs!   Her son Steen is a SENIOR at El Dorado High School and her daughter 
Alyssa, a sweet FRESHMAN!  The four legged creatures are a cat named Abigail and pit bull dog named 
MUPPY (yea, not a real name for a pit!)  She attended both the University of Hawaii and CSUF receiving 
her B.A. and USIU for her Masters Degree. 

Mrs. Kniess says “The best part of teaching is every day is a new day, even after 21 years.  I love seeing 
the “light” go on when a concept is “caught”. Teaching and the school setting help me stay connected to my 
own kids.” 

Her fondest school memory is of Mrs. Butterfield, (Kindergarten) who wore a huge bow in her hair, 4th grade 
square dancing and two men teachers for her 6th grade year – a treat in a world of women.  She was the 
tetherball queen.  Perhaps we can convince her to play a few games at recess this year.   

If she wasn’t a teacher she would probably do something artistic.   I would love to have grown up in this 
time and be a background dancer, a choreographer or maybe  something working animals.  Maybe that’s 
why I like animal print so much! 

************************************************************************************************************************** 

Mrs. Dykstra  has been teaching at Brookhaven for 17 years.  Prior to Brookhaven she taught at Rose 
Drive Elementary for a year and she says she’s 29, imagine that?!?!  

She has a son in sixth grade here at Brookhaven and a daughter in 9th grade at El Dorado High School .  

She earned her AA at Orange Coast College, her Bachelors degree at CSUF, and Masters degree at USIU.  

When asked what she likes best about being a teacher, she said, "That would have to be the on-going 
relationships that I build with students. I like being able to encourage them throughout their life and watch 
them grow and achieve their goals. I really do love my students and want them to reach for the stars and 
catch them! "  

Her favorite school memory is her first grade teacher. She loved her. She would give them spankings on 
their birthdays and make a big deal out of them.  

What she likes about Brookhaven is working with her past and present grade partners. She says she has 
been really blessed with who she has been privileged to work with. 
 
Mrs. Dykstra was going to be a photographer before she became a teacher. She used to have a dark room 
at home and developed her own pictures and film. It is a lot of fun and she hopes to pick up the hobby 
again someday when she's not so busy.  

�
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Sixth Grade Saves the World 
 
Our sixth grade class has been doing some excellent community 
service activities.  We have 
been recycling batteries and bottles to help the environment. We 
have been donating money to save the Rainforest one acre at a 
time.  
 
When Brookhaven had the competition for the Box Tops we 
earned 611 box tops for an average of $21.07. We have also been 
reading books.  After we read 100 books, the Scholastic team 
will donate 100 books to schools that don't have the money to get 
them. We have been collecting coupons for service families to 
help them stretch their budgets. 
 
This is what is going on in sixth grade.... we're saving the world, 
one step at a time! 
 
By Bailey Jones - Mrs. Tripp’s Class 
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Important Dates To Remember  
Nov  2 – End of first quarter 
Nov  5 – PTA Meeting 6:30pm MPR 
Nov 12 – Veterans Day – No School 
Nov 13 – School Pictures MPR 
Nov 14 – Min. Day 12:45pm dismiss. – 
Parent Conf. 
Nov 15 – Min. Day 12:45pm dismiss. – 
Parent Conf. 
Nov 16 – No School – Parent Conferences 
Nov 22-23 – No School – Happy Thanksgiving 
Nov 30 – Family Social – 3:30pm 
Dec  3 – PTA Meeting 6:30pm MPR 
Dec.3 –Dec 7- Book Fair 
Dec  4 – School Pictures Make-Up 
Dec  5 – Min. Day 12:45pm dismiss. 
Dec  7 – Meet the Masters 8:15-10:25am 
Dec 12 – Parent Night – 6 th  gr. Outdoor 
Ed. 7pm 
Dec 24 – Winter Recess begins – See you 
next year! 
�

Brookhaven 
Bears 

Spirit Day 
is every 
Friday!
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Family Social of Olympic Proportions: 
 

By Debi Grant, PTA First Vice President 
 
The Family Social was meant to be the “Finish Line” to our week of Red Ribbon Activities. Postponed due 
to unsafe air quality, the Family Social has been rescheduled to/for Friday, November 30, 2007.  
 
Instead of being the cap to a week of activities the rescheduled Family Social is opening the much 
anticipated 1st Book Fair of 2007-2008. 
 
The sole purpose to the evening is to have fun and build friendships within the Brookhaven community. 
There is no charge to the event unless you choose to purchase a meal or build your home library through a 
purchase at the Book Fair.  
 
In keeping with our “Go for the Gold” Olympic theme – the Social will open with participation from our 
Kindergarten, Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts and newly elected and enthusiastic Student Council. 
 
Joining for the evening will be a special guest – Dean Maccabe, Gold Medalist in the 2000 Paralympics 
Games in Sydney, Australia in Wheelchair Rugby for Team USA.  He will share his inspirational story and 
his gold medal, Olympic Ring and Torch from his participation in the Torch Relay. 
 
Danny Ayala of Funtastic Events is returning by popular demand to lead our families in activities, games 
and dancing – so brush up on your Brookhaven Trivia and practice your hoola hoop skills. 
 
If you choose to “break bread” (in this case a bread stick) you can pre-purchase a meal for $7.00 and have 
a choice between two pasta dishes served with a Greek salad and bread stick. Order forms will be sent out 
through the Thursday Family Folder. 
 
The Student Council will be selling baked goods and beverages to raise funds for the fun activities they 
provide our students at Brookhaven.  
 
Information will be forwarded to all regarding the schedule, time and activities. We look forward to a 
fantastic event that will help create lasting friendships amongst our Brookhaven community. 
 
The PTA Family Social Committee is in need of volunteers. If you are interested in helping out with this 
committee, please contact our PTA President, Jim Roberts, at pta@brookhavenelementary.com to get 
involved. 

�
�

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
 
For the first month of the school year there were 100 volunteers who contributed 312.8 hours to our school and teaching staff! 
  
That is pretty amazing and I know things wouldn't go as smoothly in the class if the volunteers weren't there. 
  

--Jeanne Melodia/PTA Historian 
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The Accelerated Reader 
program is here!  Be on the lookout for 
information on our new AR program in 
the Thursday Folder Envelopes.   We are 
sure to have a "Golden" year.  
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Instrumental Music Students 
 & Parents 

 

 
Students must bring their instrument and music to 
school with them on music days.  If a parent brings a 
forgotten instrument to school, it will be placed on the 
table in the corner of the office and the student must 
pick it up before music class.  We cannot deliver 
instruments to the classroom. 
 
This policy is stated in the Student Parent Handbook. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation!   
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School Picture Day is Tuesday, 
November 13th.   Look for order 
forms and information to come 

home in the Thursday Envelopes! 
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While Brookhaven Elementary School and PTA cannot endorse products or services advertised, we do thank you for your support. 
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Brookhaven Elementary School 
1851 North Brookhaven Avenue 

Placentia, CA  92870 
Phone (714) 996-1912 

Website: www.brookhavenelementary.com 
 
 

Principal 
Shirley Fargo 

sfargo@pylusd.org 
 

PTA President 
Jim Roberts 

pta@brookhavenelementary.com 
 

Newsletter 
Pam Ek & Catherine Johnston 

newsletter@brookhavenelementary.com 
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While Brookhaven Elementary School and PTA cannot endorse products or services advertised, we do thank you for your support. 
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3218 Yorba Linda Boulevard – Fullerton (In the Ralp hs Shopping Center) 

714-985-0406 
 

 
$1.79 

Any Garment Dry Cleaned* 

Pre-paid with incoming order 
Regularly $2.09 

 
99 �  

Laundered Dress Shirts*  
Pre-paid with incoming order 

Regularly $1.25 

 
$9.99 

Any Comforter 
Laundered*  
Pre-paid with  

incoming order 

 
* Certain Restrictions Apply, Offer Expires 12/31/0 7�

�

Joseph R. Grijalva -- Electrician 

License #868775 
�

714-396-8249 
joey@joeygrijalva.com  

 
2319 Bedford Drive 
Fullerton, CA  92831 

 

Thank you to our sponsors! 
 


