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Inside This Issue: 

   The tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŀǿ trint 
 

Hi Brookhaven Parents 
 

I hope you all had a great holiday season and are looking forward to 
2008. I know this will be a Happy New Year.  Remember, it's all 
downhill from now on and June 13th, the last day of school, will be 
here before you know it. 
 

I want to thank all of the parents, teachers, and staff who have 
supported the PTA this year.  We have over 400 PTA members! If you 
haven't joined, we'd still love to have you come on board. For more 
information about the PTA and membership, please contact Beth 
Stark (the PTA Membership Committee Chair) or myself. 
 

I hope everyone had a chance to take advantage of our Scholastic 
Book Fair this past December.  It was one of the most successful book 
fairs we've had.  Watch for our next book fair this spring.  Thanks to 
everyone who helped and a special thanks to Catherine Johnston, 
affectionately known as the book sale lady, for putting it all together. 
 

I want to thank all of you who volunteer your time at the various PTA 
projects, you truly make a difference.  If you haven't volunteered yet, 
it's not too late.  There are still a lot of opportunities for the rest of 
the school year. 
 

Let's keep making 2007-08 a great school year.  Again, thanks for your 
support, and let's continue "Going for the Gold" in 2008. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Jim Roberts, President 
Brookhaven PTA 
(714) 524-1773 
 

¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŀǿ Print 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ CŀǊƎƻΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ 
Teachers Spotlight  
AR News 
Book Fair Blizzard Report 
Library News 
Volunteer Hours 
Family Social  
Meet the Masters         
²ƘŀǘΩǎ DƻƛƴƎ hƴ ƛƴ ¢ƘƛǊŘ DǊŀŘŜΚ 
Brookhaven Jog-A-Thon 
Important Dates to Remember 
Ink Cartridge Recycle Program 
Committee Opportunities 
Important Reminders - Office 
Lost and Found 
Extra Extra! 
Valet Program News 
2008 Fundraising 
Sponsors 
 

 

     

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

What Do Children Need? 
 

άLƴ 9ȊǊŀ WŀŎƪ YŜŀǘǎΩ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪΣ tŜǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ to be able to whistle for Willie, 
ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜΦ  tŜǘŜǊ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ΨŦŀƛƭǎΩ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  .ǳǘ 
at the end of the book when he finally whistles, he runs to show his parents.  His parents let him know that he 
is both valued -- they cheer for his success -- and valuable in their family -- they ask him to help run an errand 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜΦέ   
 

ά.ŜƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ -- knowing that you are valued and valuable, that you have something meaningful to 
contribute -- is not something parents can give to kids just once. Children have to live it daily, safely, in real 
ǿŀȅǎΦέ   

-- From Your Family, Using Simple Wisdom in Raising Your Children 
 
As we begin the New Year and make resolutions for ourselves and our families, keep in mind one important 
ŦŀŎǘΧ ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ   
 

The gifts we give provide momentary pleasures that fade over time and are insignificant compared to the time 
and love we give each and every day throughout the year.  That is the foundation we build in shaping the kind 
of adults our children will become.  Children bring us their special gifts and we can build their confidence and 
self esteem during those crucial formative years if we as adults: 
 

¶ Remember people, not things, matter most. 
 

¶ Love and accept our children from the day they are born. 
 

¶ wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
 

¶ When we think good thoughts about our children, tell them. 
 

¶ Stop being slaves to the tyranny of the urgent in our daily lives and make time to do the important 
things we value most. 

 

Cherish the moments with your children, family and friends.  These are the experiences that give richness and 
meaning to our lives and are to be treasured and fondly remembered in years to come. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Shirley Fargo 
Principal 
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   Teachers Spotlight 
By Catherine Johnston 

 

  
Here at Brookhaven Elementary, we are very fortunate ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

education.  It is evidenǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘŜƴǳǊŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

us an opportunity to get to know more about them. 

 
 

Mr. Rich Hebert has been teaching at Brookhaven for nine years. He did student teaching in the Fullerton School District 
prior to Brookhaven. He has an 18 year old son in college and a 15 year old daughter, who is a sophomore at El Dorado 
High School. 
 
He earned his degree from our local Cal State Fullerton University. 
 
What he likes best about being a teacher is working with the kids. His favorite school memory as a child was P.E. time 
and after school sports. 
  
What does he have to say about Brookhaven? "I love working at Brookhaven because the kids have great attitudes. 
These kids help each other learn. They are supportive of their peers and want to make their parents and teachers proud 
of them. I've seen competitive kids lose games because they wanted to make sure everybody on their team gets a 
chance to participate.  After losing a game or not doing well on an assignment, our kids don't make excuses or complain 
about others. They make the necessary changes to get the outcome they want. They help others to get better, study 
harder, or do whatever it takes to improve. I have a lot of memories of students learning to be successful and helping 
others succeed at Brookhaven. ά 
 
Can you guess what his profession would be if he didn't teach?  If you guessed Tattoo Artist or Custom Bike Builder than 
you were right!!  
  

 
 
Mr. Scott Sundstrom has been teaching Physical Education at Brookhaven for 11 years.  Prior to Brookhaven he taught 
at Glenknoll, Rose Drive, Linda Vista, Bryant Ranch and currently also teaches at Topaz.  He earned his B.S. degree from 
Cal State Fullerton and his teaching credentials from Chapman University.  He says, άL ŜƴƧƻȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  Iƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘe Brookhaven memory  is not necessarily a memory but 
every year at Brookhaven our students work really hard at improving and attaining their Physical Education goals. 
 
 
His favorite school memory was being involved in a variety of sports, both in school and outside of school and the lasting 
friendships that came from that.  Mr. Sundstrom has two daughters that go to Brookhaven and a dog, Cochise who is 
Sheppard and Lab mix.  If he was not teaching, ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ.  It would have to be a job that 
would require being active and outdoors. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Teachers Spotlight 
 

 
 

 
Mr. Steve Nakanishi is in his 14th year of teaching at Brookhaven Elementary.  He received his degree and teaching 
credentials at Cal State Fullerton. He says, ΨǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ I have the opportunity to 
influence many students' lives in a positive way. I also love the fact that I get to see so many children grow up and then 
see them as adults.  IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦΩ  Iƛǎ 
favorite Brookhaven memory was doing a dance routine with a few students in one of the talent shows. ΨL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ L ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻΚΗΩ  WŜƴƴȅ {ǳƳƳŜǊǎ ŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ƨƻō 
preparing us. I was SOOOO nervous, but once we got on stage, we had a ton of fun.  I know there's a tape of it floating 
out ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΦΦΦL ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘϥǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōƭŀŎƪƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΗΗΩ 
 
aǊΦ bŀƪŀƴƛǎƘƛΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭǎΦ  They always had a "dunk booth" where 
you got the chance to dunk one of the teachers into a water-filled tank by throwing softballs at a target.  We had so 
much fun and spent a lot of money! 
 
aǊΦ bŀƪŀƴƛǎƘƛ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ WƻŜƭƭŜ όнлύ ŀƴŘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ όмфύΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ΨLŦ L ǿŀǎƴϥǘ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
something in the sports induǎǘǊȅΦΩ   
 
 
 

 

AR News 
By Catherine Johnston 

 
The AR (Accelerated Reader) pǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ƪƛŘǎ 
to reach a personal point level per quarter with awards for each child that meets the goal.  
 
We are excited to report this is the first year we have all AR tests available to use.  What does that mean? 
There are literally tens of thousands of titles available for reading and testing!  Your child is sure to find 
something they like to read with a selection like that.  You can access all the titlŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
website, www.brookhavenelementary.com.  
 
DƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ΨDƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘΩ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΗ 
 
 

 

http://www.brookhavenelementary.com/


 

 

 

 

BOOK FAIR BLIZZARD REPORT 
By Catherine Johnston 

 
The Book Fair Blizzard left us with a storm of books. And what a success it was! We sold over $11,000 in books 
and raised $250 for the One for Books Program.  Mrs. Hattabaugh had a flurry of a time spending the money 
on books for the library, and she picked out some great books. 
  
Scholastic will also donate 250 books to charities that deal with literacy, so it was a win for everyone! 
 
We took some of our profit and purchased $100 in books to use as incentives for the AR Program this year. 
Our final fundraising total is close to $3,000 and will go in the PTA general fund and continue to support the 
great programs funded by PTA. 
 
A special thanks to my snowflake helpers. Without you the bookfair would not have been as successful as it 
was.  Debbie Kiritschenko, Debi Grant, Pamela Thoemmes, Trudy Kistler, Pam Ek, Deanne Hunt, Heather 
Francine, Michelle Kurland, Tracy Stull, Beth Stark, Gabrielle Coughran, my family and EVERY PERSON who 
took the time to work during the bookfair hours. It was greatly appreciated. 
 
So it is time to pack your bags for the Reading Road Trip coming in Spring- adventure awaits you! 
 
 

 
 
 
Do you like to read?  Does your child enjoy reading?  Perhaps you would enjoy helping with the book fair.  
This spring I am going to be unable to chair the book fair and looking for two people who are willing to take 
over (I'll be there to help and show you the way).  It seems like a huge undertaking but it is to as hard as it 
seems, Scholastic helps you all the way.  
 
If you or someone you know is interested in being my protégé or apprentice (sorry no one gets fired here), 
please email me at johnsbubba@yahoo.com  by February 5th.  
 
 

mailto:johnsbubba@yahoo.com


 

 

 

Library News 
  

The library is looking for a Mom or Dad that would like to volunteer in the school library to 
shelve books.  A parent is needed for an hour on Wednesdays or Thursdays sometime 
between 9am -11am.  If you are interested, please leave a note in the Librarians mail box in 
the office. 
  
We would like to thank the following families for generously donating books to our school 
library: The Tramison Family, the Misiak Family, the Stark Family, the Remington Family, the 
Castillo Family, the Fleishman Family, the Grant Family and the Allen Family 

 
 
 

 

 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
 
For the first three months of the school year, there was an astounding 1,518 hours volunteered!   
These hours represent participation in school and community service or activities benefiting 
children, the PTA unit, PTA programs, projects, phone calls, meetings, and paperwork time. 
  
It is important to remember that when you volunteer your time, to document each minute given.  
There is a binder located in the school office labeled ΨBrookhaven Elementary PTA Volunteer 
HoursΩ.  Please remember when you volunteer, you must indicate what time you started and when 
you finished volunteering. 

 
--Jeanne Melodia/PTA Historian 

 



 

 

 

 

THE FAMILY SOCIAL OF OLYMPIC PROPORTIONS BRINGS 
HOME THE GOLD! 

 

By Debi Grant 

 
The Family Social of Olympic Proportions would have to get cozy, and move completely indoors. Not even 
wind, fire, postponement and very large drops of rain could deter our families from gathering together in the 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ά.ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ ¢ŜŀƳ {ǇƛǊƛǘέΦ 
 
The newly appointed Student Council had prepared for the event, twice ς creating welcome signs, collecting 
baked goods and lending their many hands in setting up the MPR. The arriving Brookhaven families were 
greeted by flashlight wielding council members who waved them through the gates and used them to help 
light the way to the library where the Book Fair Blizzard was celebratƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ άDǊŀƴŘ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
bƛƎƘǘέΦ 
 
At the entrance of the MPR, The Student Council maintained a well appointed bake sale booth and beverage 
ǎŀƭŜΦ ά¢ƘŜ Dƻŀƭέ - proceeds would help purchase items to be used for Student Council/ Brookhaven student 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ǊŀŎȅ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ¢ŜŜΩǎΦ 
/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ WŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ /ŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ 
Preparedness necessities. Brenda Emerick, brought materials to share regarding Fire Safety and Prevention. 
 
¢ƻ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ, The Bears (Boy Scouts) from Den 3, Pack 750 ς posted the colors and led the 
tƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ !ƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ά¢ŜŀƳ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴέΦ Principal 
{ƘƛǊƭŜȅ CŀǊƎƻ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΧ ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ōŜƎƛƴέΦ 
 
.ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 5ΦWΦ 5ŀƴƴȅ !ȅŀƭŀ ƻŦ CǳƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ όōŀŎƪ ōȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŘŜƳŀƴŘύΣ ŎƻŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŜǎǎŜŘ 
ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎΣ ά.ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ ¢ǊƛǾƛŀέΣ άbŀƳŜ ¢Ƙŀǘ ¢ǳƴŜέΣ .LbDh ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
more dancing because Brookhaven students LOVE TO DANCE! 
 
.ǳǘΧōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘŀƴŎŜΧȅƻǳ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǿŀǊƳ ǳǇΦ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
represented. These young and outstanding athletes showed that ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ άwƻŎƪ Lǘέ ōȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ άtΦ9Φ ǿŀǊƳ ǳǇ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜέ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŀƳŜ άwƻŎƪ Lǘέ ōȅ IŜǊōƛŜ IŀƴŎƻŎƪΦ 
 
Our families were invited to purchase a delicious pasta meal.  The Lerma Family enjoyed dinner at the 
ά¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ¢ŀōƭŜέ ǿith Head Coach Shirley Fargo as winners of the drawing, rewarding the punctual return of 
ƳŜŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊǎκwΦ{Φ±ΦtΦΩǎΦ 

 

Brookhaven was honored and greatly inspired by our special guest, Dean Maccabe. He was a member of Team 
¦{!Ωǎ DƻƭŘ aŜŘŀƭ Winning Wheel Chair Rugby Team in the 2000 Paralympic Games hosted in Sydney, 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ hǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ άǳǇ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǾƛŜǿέ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ DƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭΣ Ƙƛǎ 
Olympic Ring, and the Olympic Torch he carried as a part of the 2004 Torch Relay Team for the Athens Games. 
Not only was Mr. Maccabe warm and personable, meeting families one on one and posing for photographs, he 
addressed our Brookhaven Community on the use of safety gear and helmets and the Olympic trait of 



 

 

 

άtŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŀƴŎŜέΦ  IŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ the importance of setting goals and striving through difficulty, pain and joy to 
meet them. The Brookhaven audience was given a powerful message because Dean Maccabe is an 
embodiment of the trait, άtŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŀƴŎŜέΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ άCŀƳƛƭȅ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ tǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎέ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άEffort, Perseverance and TeamworkέΦ 
Many people of all ages volunteered their time, talent and energy to come together in the spirit of fun and 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΧ ά²Ŝ Tƻƻƪ IƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘέΦ  
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ά¢ŜŀƳ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴέ ŦƻǊ Ƴaking the Family Social of Olympic Proportions a great success! 
Team Brookhaven: 
 
Ms. Shirley Fargo, Mrs. Tara Leifeste, Mr. Steve Nakanishi, Ms. Teresa Vitelli and Ms. Sarah McElwee, the 
teachers who were brave enough to forward trivia about themselves, the office staff and PTA. 
 
5ŀƴƴȅ !ȅŀƭŀ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ά/ƘŜŦέ ŦǊƻƳ CǳƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘ 5Ŝŀƴ aŀŎŎŀōŜΦ 
 
Student Council Members: Kaden Sullivan, Karlie Bennett, Alyssa Wilhoite, Rachelle Garner, Laurel Faher, 
Cameron Smith, Theresa Palczewski, Tori Lane, Lexis Seiler, Mariah Archey, Christian Michaels, Owen Guidry, 
Paige Sparks, Caleb Shen, Troy Allen, Britton Lee, Jennifer Leonard, Mia Archey, Bradley Burge, David 
Christensen, Christopher Dulay, Monica Floyd, Madi Garcia, Grace Penner, Rebekah Saba, Cierra Sweet, Katelin 
Delzeith, Tori Lane, Miranda Tramison, Paige Bakkers, Veronica Bausch, Delaina Dunn, Jakob Garberg, Caleb 
Shen, Kendall Wheeler, Jessica Fausto, Aissa Sundstrom, Luke Tennis and all the parents. 
 
The Bears of Den 3 - Pack 750: Ryan Gersbacher, Kyle Gersbacher, David Thorpe and Zachary Taylor. 
 
YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ άwƻŎƪ LǘǎέΥ Danielle Coughran, Lianne Duong, Amador Portillo, Liliana Guzman, Rachel Evans, 
Brian Holland, Ethan Ouyang, Mikayla and Lian De Jong, Gabby McCutchan, Madison Gersbacher, Matthew 
Kilpatrick, Rachel Curl, Nicholas Vu, Andrew Scott, Connor Kemp, Adam Spina, Aidan Taylor, Meghan 
Broadwater, Savannah Seiler and Bailey Nicoletti and all their parents. 
 
¢ƘŜ ά5ƻŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎέΥ Beth Stark (a pro with a stapler and roll of plastic), Karen Estabrook, Pamela 
Thoemmes, Michelle Kurland, Catherine Johnston, Michele Severson, Robert Salas, Jim Roberts, Susan Wann 
Ross, Ron Thorpe, Tracy Taylor, Caroline Jack, Brenda Emerick, Pam Ek, Gabriele Coughran, Maggie Hasrouni, 
Lora Fisher ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳōōȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¢Ŝŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴǘ CŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǳǎȅ 
mom and wife and all the parents who with great vigor, helped tear down the tables in the MPR. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Meet the Masters 
By Debi Grant 

 
 

The students of Brookhaven (grades 1-сύ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ άaŀǎǘŜǊǎέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ t¢! 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ άaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊǎέ !Ǌǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
  
Once a month, the students attend a slide show assembly where they learn about the life of 
the artist, their inspirations and how their work has influenced the world of art. In the 
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ άƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ 
ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ άƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴέ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ōȅ ŀ άaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊǎέ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭǘȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ ¢ǊǳŜ άǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘέ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ by our students as they are given the 
opportunity to ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ άaŀǎǘŜǊέΦ 
 
December: Henri Rousseau (1844-1910) is a French artist who never left France but used his 
imagination and books to create exotic worlds of wild animals and lush landscapes. 
 
The Art Activity: The emphasis was on shapes and bold colors in tropical landscapes using 
paint, crayons and cut paper. 
 
January: Norman Rockwell (1894-1978) is a beloved American artist.  He was enormously 
importŀƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ²ŀȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜέΦ IŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜǘǊȅΣ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ ƘǳƳƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ 
sadness of everyday life and made others see it in his Saturday Evening Post magazine 
illustrations. 
 
The Art Activity: The emphasis was on άǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎέ ƻŦ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ using oil pastels, graph 
paper and marker.  

 
 



 

 

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ Going On In Third Grade? 
By: Mrs. Grijalva, Mrs. Torres & Mrs. Bailey 

 
aǊǎΦ .ŀƛƭŜȅΣ aǊǎΦ DǊƛƧŀƭǾŀΣ ŀƴŘ aǊǎΦ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎΩ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ  Lƴ ƭŀǘŜ 
November, the three classes collected goodies and toys to take to the Placentia Fire Station on Valencia and 
Yorba Linda Blvd.  The students had been learning about community heroes, and with the recent fires, wanted 
to personally thank their community heroes.  The classes made signs and wrote thank you notes to give to the 
firefighters.  They delivered the notes and gift baskets on a walking field trip to the fire station.  The toys that 
were donated will be used by the firefighters when they go on calls for children to help them feel less scared.   
 
Lƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ όŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aǎΦ ±ƛǘŜƭƭƛ ŀƴŘ aǎΦ aŎ9ƭǿŜŜΩǎ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎύ ōŜƎŀƴ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ {ǘΦ WǳŘŜΩǎ tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ¦ƴƛǘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WǳŘŜ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
donated over 100 books for the children to use while they are being treated at the hospital.   
Finally, the week before vacation, the 3rd graders went on a fun and educational field trip to California Pizza 
Kitchen in Brea.  The workers at CPK gave the classes a tour and spoke to them about the different aspects of 
running a restaurant.  The students learned so much!  At the end of the tour, the wonderful people who 
worked at CPK treated the students, teachers, and parents to pizza, soda, and salads!  That evening CPK had a 
fundraiser for the Brookhaven Garden.  We raised $187 to help cover the costs of keeping the garden 
blooming all year!   
 
 aǊǎΦ .ŀƛƭŜȅΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ммǘƘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƘŀǊƳƻƴƛŎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  The 
assembly was to introduce the students to the instruments of the orchestra and "wet their whistle" as to what 
they might choose should they want to play an instrument in 4th grade.  The volunteers brought and showed 
each instrument to the kids, had them listen on tape to the sound of each instrument, listen to differentiate 
the pitch of the instruments, and lastly the students were able to play each instrument with the volunteer's 
supervision. The students left the assembly excited and telling each other which instrument they were hoping 
to play next year.  Thanks to our community for their support. 
 
!ǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ bƻ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ {ǘǊƛƪŜ ƘŜǊŜΗ  Keep an eye out for the busy 3rd ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǇƭŀȅΣ ά±ŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
aŀǊǎΣέ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ atw ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 

                                                                     
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Brookhaven Jog-A-Thon  
By Pamela Thoemmes 

 
The Annual Jog-A-Thon is almost here!  The Jog-A-Thon will take place Friday, March 7th.   Students should 
have received their Jog-A-Thon packets already.  If you have not received a packet please get an additional 
packet from the office.   The Jog-A-Thon is always a fun day.  We hope you will join in the fun by volunteering 
to help.  We are looking for sponsor donations to make this Jog-A-Thon our biggest success ever.   Do you 
know a local business that would support Brookhaven through sponsorship or prize donation?  Remember, 
students receiving a pledge of just $25  will receive an official Jog-A-Thon T-ǎƘƛǊǘΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 
have any questions, please contact Susan Wan-Ross 457-4572 or Pamela Thoemmes 609-1481. 
 

Important dates to remember 

February 7th *Pledge sheet/Permission sheet sent home on this date in Thursday folders 
 
February 20th *Sponsorship and Donation Forms/Money due 
 
February 22nd *Signed Parent Verification form due (to receive T-shirt prior to Jog-A-Thon day) 

*Parent Volunteer Sheets Due 
 

February 29th- *Pledge sheets due (remember, pledge sheets also serve as permission slips).  No   
money accepted at this time 

 
March 7th-    Jog-A-Thon Day (run, run, run) 
 *Pledge sheets returned to student to begin collecting money 
 
March 14th- *All pledge money due (Please do not send money prior to this date) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

February 
Feb 08  -  Imagination Machine Assemblies 
Feb 11  -  [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ς No School 
Feb 14  -  ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
Feb 15  -  Meet the Masters 
Feb 18  -  ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ς No School 
Feb 20  -  Minimum Day 12:45pm Dismissal 
Feb 21  -  FƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tǊŜǇŀǊŜŘƴŜǎǎ bƛƎƘǘ atw сΥолǇƳ 
Feb 21  -  Feb 28  -  Safety Preparedness Week 
Feb 27  -  Spring Music Program MPR 
 
March 
Mar 03  -  PTA Meeting MPR 6:30pm 
Mar 06  -  6th Grade Panoramic Picture 
Mar 07  -  Jog-A-Thon Run 
Mar 11  -  O.C. Fire Authority Assembly 
Mar 19  -  Minimum Day 12:45pm Dismissal 
Mar 20  -  Prospective Parent Tour MPR 8:30am 
Mar 24  -  Mar 28  Spring Recess 
 

 

  

 
Save this Date 

 

CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ bƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ February 21st at 6:30pm in the MPR  
 

Come and celebrate the PTA's 111st Anniversary! 
(There will be cake and door prizes!) 

 
"Principal for the Day", "Secretary for the Day" and other Brookhaven Favorites will be up for Auction. 

 
See and explore the PTA sponsored programs that enrich our student's Brookhaven experience. 

Meet the 2007 -2008 PTA Board and the Nominees for 2008-2009 
 

Keep on the lookout in your Thursday folder envelopes for more information!  If you would like to get 
involved in the event -- with either a donation to the auction or event support -- please contact Susan 

Wan-Ross at fundraiser@brookhavenelementary.com! 
 

mailto:fundraiser@brookhavenelementary.com


 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

RECYCLE! 
 

 

SAVE THE PLANET! 
Oh and did I mention, Brookhaven will 

give you a treat for doing it? 
 

THE BROOKHAVEN PRINTER 
CARTRIDGE RECYCLE PROGRAM 

  

.Ŝ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿΧΧ 
Put your empty computer printer cartridge(s) 
in a plastic zipper bag.  Clearly label the bag 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀme, grade and 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  tǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

designated plastic tote in the school office.  
Every Thursday the box will be checked and 

free ice cream vouchers will be passed out to 
students who bring them in. 

 
How easy is that? 

 

Committee = Commitment to 
Brookhaven Students 
 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ άDƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘέ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ we 
are asking for your help to achieve our goals.  Over 
the years Brookhaven Elementary families have 
always shown their support and teamwork.  It is a 
unique quality that sets our school apart from 
others and it is greatly appreciated!  Below are 
committees in need of volunteer help. 
 

The Communications Committee is looking for 
help keeping our school marquis up to date.  It 
requires 1-2 hours per month ς if you think you 
have a bit oŦ ±ŀƴƴŀ ²ƘƛǘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ όLǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ ά!έΚύ; 
we can use your help. Please contact PTA President 
Jim Roberts at pta@brookhavenelementary.com to 
get involved. 
 

The Thursday Folder Envelope Committee is 
looking for volunteers to help out in the PTA 
Workroom for about one hour (or less) on 
Wednesday mornings from about 9:30-10:30am 
once every two weeks.  Volunteers would be 
separating information by class and distributing 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀƛƭōƻȄŜǎΦ  LŦ you are 
interested please contact Pam Ek at (714) 993-
2332 or pgek@roadrunner.com. 
 
 

  

  
 

Important Reminders from the Office 

 
Homework brought into the office by parents 
ƛǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ōƻȄΦ ²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
interrupt classrooms for homework, 
instruments, water bottles, lunches, etc. 
 
Remember to call the attendance line (996-
1912, press 2) when your child will be absent 
OR late.  
 
Three unexcused tardies in a quarter results in 
lunch detention.  Students must be in their 
seats at 8:00 a.m.! 
 
 

VALET NEWS 
 

Please do not use cell phones when going 
through the Valet line during drop-off or pick-
up.  It is a safety matter for our children. 

 
Sincerely, Valet "Staff" 

 
 

 

mailto:pta@brookhavenelementary.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

2008 Fundraising of Olympic Proportionsé 
 

As we kick off 2008, we have Olympic goals in our fundraising!  Monies raised go directly into programs that 
are minimally funded by the state and supported instead by the PTA.  A sampling of the programs include 
Meet the Masters art program, AR program, GATE, school assemblies, class field trips and technology support. 
 

hǳǊ άDƻƭŘέ 9ǾŜƴǘΥ ¢ƘŜ ²ǊƛǘŜ-A-Check Campaign 
 

The Write-A-Check campaign is a way for parents to make a one-time donation to the Brookhaven PTA where 
100% of monies benefit the school, and 100% of your donation is tax-deductible.  This program is an excellent 
option when the typical fundraiser only profits about 45% back to the school.  Your donation can consist of 
one check or multiple checks written by relatives, co-workers and neighbors.  The deadline to donate is March 
31. 
 
To ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΥ CƻǳƴŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ όCŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нмύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ WƻƎ-
A-Thon (March 7).  If you choose to participate in the Write-A-Check program, this would take care of 
monetary donation requests for these two events.  However, family and student participation in these events 
is still encouraged! 
 

A+ Fundraising Report Card 
 

The Christmas Tree Fundraiser took the bronze at $50! 
The Whole Enchilada Family Dinner Fundraiser took the silver at $123.46 
The Write a Check Fundraiser took the Gold! Thank you for the generous donations 

 
We appreciate your support in helping Brookhaven students Go for the Gold!  

Lost and Found 
 
Lost articles of clothing and lunch boxes 
can be found in the cart outside the MPR.  
Lost smaller items such as eye glasses or 
jewelry are kept in a box in the office.  
Please check it out before spring break as 
this cart will be emptied and unclaimed 
items are given to charity! 

 

Extra Extra! 
 
 

The School Newsletter is back!!  
Teachers please report what is going on in 
your class or grade level.  Parents can 
report on school events.  Students submit 
stories to your teachers to be published. If 
you have a submission please contact us at 
newletter@brookhavenelementary.com . 
 
 

 
 

mailto:newletter@brookhavenelementary.com


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While Brookhaven Elementary School and PTA cannot endorse products or services advertised, we do thank you for your support. 
 

Brookhaven Bear Necessities  

Brookhaven Elementary School 
1851 North Brookhaven Avenue 

Placentia, CA  92870 

Phone (714) 996-1912 

Website: www.brookhavenelementary.com 
 

Principal  

Shirley Fargo 

sfargo@pylusd.org 

 

PTA President 

Jim Roberts 

pta@brookhavenelementary.com 

 

Newsletter 

Pam Ek & Catherine Johnston 

newsletter@brookhavenelementary.com 

 

 
                                    

 

Search      

Convention     Resources     Forms     PTA Store  
Contact Us     Site Map  

 

 

H ave a Hopping Spring Break   
March 24th ð March 28th   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to our sponsors! 

PARADISE CLEANERS 

3218 Yorba Linda Boulevard ð Fullerton (In the Ralphs Shopping Center) 

714-985-0406 
 

$1.79 

Any Garment Dry Cleaned* 

Pre-paid with incoming order 
Regularly $2.09 

99 ≠ 
Laundered Dress Shirts* 

Pre-paid with incoming order 
Regularly $1.25 

$9.99 
Any Comforter 

Laundered* 
Pre-paid with  

incoming order 

 

* Certain Restrictions Apply 
 

Joseph R. Grijalva -- Electrician 
License #868775 

 

714-396-8249 
joey@joeygrijalva.com 

 
2319 Bedford Drive 

Fullerton, CA  92831 
 

http://www.brookhavenelementary.com/
mailto:sfargo@pylusd.org
mailto:pta@brookhavenelementary.com
mailto:newsletter@brookhavenelementary.com
http://www.capta.org/sections/convention-2008/
http://www.capta.org/sections/resources/toolkit.cfm
http://www.capta.org/sections/resources/forms.cfm
http://www.captastore.com/
http://www.capta.org/sections/tools/contactus.cfm
http://www.capta.org/sections/tools/sitemap.cfm


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


