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Inside This Issue: 

   The tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŀǿ trint  
 

Hi Brookhaven Parents 
 

I hope you all had a great holiday season and are looking forward to 
2008. I know this will be a Happy New Year.  Remember, it's all 
downhill from now on and June 13th, the last day of school, will be 
here before you know it. 
 

I want to thank all of the parents, teachers, and staff who have 
supported the PTA this year.  We have over 400 PTA members! If you 
haven't joined, we'd still love to have you come on board. For more 
information about the PTA and membership, please contact Beth 
Stark (the PTA Membership Committee Chair) or myself. 
 

I hope everyone had a chance to take advantage of our Scholastic 
Book Fair this past December.  It was one of the most successful book 
fairs we've had.  Watch for our next book fair this spring.  Thanks to 
everyone who helped and a special thanks to Catherine Johnston, 
affectionately known as the book sale lady, for putting it all together. 
 

I want to thank all of you who volunteer your time at the various PTA 
projects, you truly make a difference.  If you haven't volunteered yet, 
it's not too late.  There are still a lot of opportunities for the rest of 
the school year. 
 

Let's keep making 2007-08 a great school year.  Again, thanks for your 
support, and let's continue "Going for the Gold" in 2008. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Jim Roberts, President 
Brookhaven PTA 
(714) 524-1773 
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What Do Children Need? 
 

άLƴ 9ȊǊŀ WŀŎƪ YŜŀǘǎΩ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪΣ tŜǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ to be able to whistle for Willie, 
ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜΦ  tŜǘŜǊ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ΨŦŀƛƭǎΩ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  .ǳǘ 
at the end of the book when he finally whistles, he runs to show his parents.  His parents let him know that he 
is both valued -- they cheer for his success -- and valuable in their family -- they ask him to help run an errand 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜΦέ   
 

ά.ŜƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ -- knowing that you are valued and valuable, that you have something meaningful to 
contribute -- is not something parents can give to kids just once. Children have to live it daily, safely, in real 
ǿŀȅǎΦέ   

-- From Your Family, Using Simple Wisdom in Raising Your Children 
 
As we begin the New Year and make resolutions for ourselves and our families, keep in mind one important 
ŦŀŎǘΧ ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ   
 

The gifts we give provide momentary pleasures that fade over time and are insignificant compared to the time 
and love we give each and every day throughout the year.  That is the foundation we build in shaping the kind 
of adults our children will become.  Children bring us their special gifts and we can build their confidence and 
self esteem during those crucial formative years if we as adults: 
 

¶ Remember people, not things, matter most. 
 

¶ Love and accept our children from the day they are born. 
 

¶ wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
 

¶ When we think good thoughts about our children, tell them. 
 

¶ Stop being slaves to the tyranny of the urgent in our daily lives and make time to do the important 
things we value most. 

 

Cherish the moments with your children, family and friends.  These are the experiences that give richness and 
meaning to our lives and are to be treasured and fondly remembered in years to come. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Shirley Fargo 
Principal 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Principal Fargoõs Letter 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   Teachers Spotlight 
By Catherine Johnston 

 

  
Here at Brookhaven Elementary, we are very fortunate ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

education.  It is evidenǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘŜƴǳǊŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 

us an opportunity to get to know more about them. 

 
 

Mr. Rich Hebert has been teaching at Brookhaven for nine years. He did student teaching in the Fullerton School District 
prior to Brookhaven. He has an 18 year old son in college and a 15 year old daughter, who is a sophomore at El Dorado 
High School. 
 
He earned his degree from our local Cal State Fullerton University. 
 
What he likes best about being a teacher is working with the kids. His favorite school memory as a child was P.E. time 
and after school sports. 
  
What does he have to say about Brookhaven? "I love working at Brookhaven because the kids have great attitudes. 
These kids help each other learn. They are supportive of their peers and want to make their parents and teachers proud 
of them. I've seen competitive kids lose games because they wanted to make sure everybody on their team gets a 
chance to participate.  After losing a game or not doing well on an assignment, our kids don't make excuses or complain 
about others. They make the necessary changes to get the outcome they want. They help others to get better, study 
harder, or do whatever it takes to improve. I have a lot of memories of students learning to be successful and helping 
others succeed at Brookhaven. ά 
 
Can you guess what his profession would be if he didn't teach?  If you guessed Tattoo Artist or Custom Bike Builder than 
you were right!!  
  

 
 
Mr. Scott Sundstrom has been teaching Physical Education at Brookhaven for 11 years.  Prior to Brookhaven he taught 
at Glenknoll, Rose Drive, Linda Vista, Bryant Ranch and currently also teaches at Topaz.  He earned his B.S. degree from 
Cal State Fullerton and his teaching credentials from Chapman University.  He says, άL ŜƴƧƻȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  Iƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘe Brookhaven memory  is not necessarily a memory but 
every year at Brookhaven our students work really hard at improving and attaining their Physical Education goals. 
 
 
His favorite school memory was being involved in a variety of sports, both in school and outside of school and the lasting 
friendships that came from that.  Mr. Sundstrom has two daughters that go to Brookhaven and a dog, Cochise who is 
Sheppard and Lab mix.  If he was not teaching, ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ.  It would have to be a job that 
would require being active and outdoors. 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Teachers Spotlight 
 

 
 

 
Mr. Steve Nakanishi is in his 14th year of teaching at Brookhaven Elementary.  He received his degree and teaching 
credentials at Cal State Fullerton. He says, ΨǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ I have the opportunity to 
influence many students' lives in a positive way. I also love the fact that I get to see so many children grow up and then 
see them as adults.  IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦΩ  Iƛǎ 
favorite Brookhaven memory was doing a dance routine with a few students in one of the talent shows. ΨL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ L ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻΚΗΩ  WŜƴƴȅ {ǳƳƳŜǊǎ ŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ƨƻō 
preparing us. I was SOOOO nervous, but once we got on stage, we had a ton of fun.  I know there's a tape of it floating 
out ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΦΦΦL ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘϥǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōƭŀŎƪƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΗΗΩ 
 
aǊΦ bŀƪŀƴƛǎƘƛΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭǎΦ  They always had a "dunk booth" where 
you got the chance to dunk one of the teachers into a water-filled tank by throwing softballs at a target.  We had so 
much fun and spent a lot of money! 
 
aǊΦ bŀƪŀƴƛǎƘƛ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ WƻŜƭƭŜ όнлύ ŀƴŘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ όмфύΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ΨLŦ L ǿŀǎƴϥǘ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
something in the sports induǎǘǊȅΦΩ   
 
 
 

 

AR News 
By Catherine Johnston 

 
The AR (Accelerated Reader) pǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ƪƛŘǎ 
to reach a personal point level per quarter with awards for each child that meets the goal.  
 
We are excited to report this is the first year we have all AR tests available to use.  What does that mean? 
There are literally tens of thousands of titles available for reading and testing!  Your child is sure to find 
something they like to read with a selection like that.  You can access all the titlŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
website, www.brookhavenelementary.com.  
 
DƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ΨDƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘΩ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΗ 
 
 

 

http://www.brookhavenelementary.com/


 

 

 

 

BOOK FAIR BLIZZARD REPORT 
By Catherine Johnston 

 
The Book Fair Blizzard left us with a storm of books. And what a success it was! We sold over $11,000 in books 
and raised $250 for the One for Books Program.  Mrs. Hattabaugh had a flurry of a time spending the money 
on books for the library, and she picked out some great books. 
  
Scholastic will also donate 250 books to charities that deal with literacy, so it was a win for everyone! 
 
We took some of our profit and purchased $100 in books to use as incentives for the AR Program this year. 
Our final fundraising total is close to $3,000 and will go in the PTA general fund and continue to support the 
great programs funded by PTA. 
 
A special thanks to my snowflake helpers. Without you the bookfair would not have been as successful as it 
was.  Debbie Kiritschenko, Debi Grant, Pamela Thoemmes, Trudy Kistler, Pam Ek, Deanne Hunt, Heather 
Francine, Michelle Kurland, Tracy Stull, Beth Stark, Gabrielle Coughran, my family and EVERY PERSON who 
took the time to work during the bookfair hours. It was greatly appreciated. 
 
So it is time to pack your bags for the Reading Road Trip coming in Spring- adventure awaits you! 
 
 

 
 
 
Do you like to read?  Does your child enjoy reading?  Perhaps you would enjoy helping with the book fair.  
This spring I am going to be unable to chair the book fair and looking for two people who are willing to take 
over (I'll be there to help and show you the way).  It seems like a huge undertaking but it is to as hard as it 
seems, Scholastic helps you all the way.  
 
If you or someone you know is interested in being my protégé or apprentice (sorry no one gets fired here), 
please email me at johnsbubba@yahoo.com  by February 5th.  
 
 


