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Inside This Issue: 

   The tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŀǿ trint 
 

Hi Brookhaven Parents, 
 
I hope you all have had a great spring, and are looking forward to 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ƭ ŀƳΦ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭ 
from now on, and June 12th, the last day of school, is not that far 
away. 
 
I want to thank all of youτparents, teachers, and staffτwho have 
supported the PTA.  We had over 400 PTA members this school year, 
and our goal is to surpass that in the 2008 -2009 school year.    
 
I also want to thank those who have put their trust in me to be your 
t¢! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  LΩƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǘƻ 
continue to make Brookhaven Elementary PTA one of best in the 
district. 
  
²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǎǘƛŎ .ƻƻƪ CŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ May 
30th and ending in conjunction with our Family Social on June 6th.   
²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ н-3 PTA members to step up and chair the Book Fair 
Committee and other volunteers to staff it.  The Book Fair will again 
be in the library.  To sign up, please call Georgia at the office at 996-
1912 or me at 524-1773. 
 
I want to thank all of you who have volunteered your time at the 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ t¢! ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΤ ȅƻǳ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ 
making 2007-2008 a great school year, and continue the momentum 
into next year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jim Roberts, President 
Brookhaven PTA 
  
 

¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŀǿ tǊƛƴǘ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ CŀǊƎƻΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ 
Teachers Spotlight  
Library News 
Brookhaven Musical Variety Show 
Meet the Masters   
²ƘŀǘΩǎ going on in First Grade? 
Congrats Honors Music Students 
PYLUSD District Art Show 
Vacation on Mars 
Public Schools Volunteer Week 
Brookhaven Jog-A-Thon Update 
Volunteer Hours  
Thank You Page 
Save This Date 
Important Dates to Remember 
Ink Cartridge Recycle Program 
Important Reminders - Office 
Valet Program News 
Lost and Found 
PTA Board Installation Dinner 
Sponsors 
Jog-A-Thon Sponsors/Donors 
 
 

 

     

 
 



 

 

 

 

FACTS ABOUT TESTING 
 

 
1. What do tests measure?  Tests are designed to measure either ability or achievement.  Achievement 

tests can help measure what children have learned in one subject or in many.  Most teacher-developed 
tests are achievement tests. 

2. Why do schools give children so many tests?  Tests help teachers, parents, and students know more 
about what childrŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘŜǎǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  hǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴτhomework, projects and teacher commentsτ
should also be considered when trying to give an accurate picture of how a child is doing. 

3. What can I do to help my child do better on tests?  Mark important test dates on the calendar.  Try 
ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘǎΦ  aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƎŜǘǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ  
Eating a nutritious breakfast can also help your child perform better. 

 
Spring is the time of growth, flowers, sunshineτand STAR testing otherwise known as Standardized Test and 
Reporting Program which includes the CST (California Standards Test), Writing Test, CAT6 (California 
Achievement Test) for 3rd grade and Science for 5th.   
 
Brookhaven will administer these tests May 6-9 and makeup tests will be given May 12-16.  The tests will be 
administered by the classroom teacher and scored at the State Department of Education.  The test results 
become ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
provide practice for the students in test taking skills and have an awareness of the materials to be covered in 
the test.  THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR FOR SUCCESSFUL TEST-TAKING IS THE ATTITUDE OF THE STUDENTS, 
PARENTS AND SCHOOL STAFF.  If the child knows that taking the test and doing their very best is considered 
really important by the adults in their lives, their effort becomes sharper and more focused.   
 
Please note that your child or children need plenty of rest and a nutritious breakfast at all times and especially 
at test times.  I also ask you to avoid making morning doctor and dentist appointments during that test week 
and make sure your students are at school on time.  If students arrive late, they will not be allowed to go to 
the classroom and the tests will be taken during the make-up week.  Teachers will post TESTING signs on 
classroom doors to eliminate interruptions.  Students in grades two (2) through six (6) will be tested on the 
STAR tests. 
 
If you have any questions about STAR testing or the procedure, I will be glad to discuss it with you. 
 
Very sincerely, 
 
 
Shirley Fargo 
 
 

 

Principal Fargoõs Letter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   Teachers Spotlight 
By Catherine Johnston 

  

Here at Brookhaven Elementary, we are very fortunate ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

education.  Each issue of our newsletter we pose questions to three teachers at our school in hopes of trying to get to 

know them a little better.   
 

Mrs. Karen Aleksic is in her 12th year teaching at Brookhaven.   She began her teaching career in the Palm 
Desert/Coachella Valley area.  Most of her work was down near the Salton Sea.  For a brief time, she worked as a 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǇƻǊǘ aŜǎŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ.  She obtained her teaching credentials at Cal State San Bernardino 
and her Bachelors degree at Cal Poly Pomona.  Additionally, she earned a Masters Degree in education at National 
University. 
 
What she likes best about being a teacher is when past students come to visit her and tell her how well they are doing.  
She saysΣ άI want my students to succeed in life.έ   
 
 What is Mrs. AlekǎƛŎΩǎ favorite Brookhaven memory?  She says she remembers the first day she arrived at Brookhaven.  
When she reported to the office, the secretary (at the time was Mrs. King) greeted her with a huge hug and said 
Ψ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴΩΦ   ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 
 
Mrs. Aleksic is happily married with a son named Luke who is 17 months old.  She has two pet cats.   
 
Her favorite memory as a child was playing dodge ball at recessΣ άIn the game it always came down to me and Derek 
Munck.  I think Derek usually won.έ 
 
Can you guess what her profession would be if she didn't teach?  If you guessed an occupational therapist, you would be 
right!!    
  

 
Ms. Cynthia Meza is in her 3rd year teaching at Brookhaven.  Prior to Brookhaven, she taught at Rio Vista and Melrose 
Elementary Schools.    She attended Cal State Fullerton, a local favorite. 
 
What she says she likes best about being a teacher is άǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ƎŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘǎΦέ 
 
What is Ms. MezŀΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ .ǊƻƻƪƘŀǾŜƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΚ  {ƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aƛǎǎ aŎ9ƭǿŜŜ όKindergarten) and sharing 
with her something students would have said or did that day that was memorable.   
 
Ms. Meza does not have any children that live with her but she has twenty students she sees everyday that are dear to 
her heart.  She has one pet cat named Amelie. 
 
Her favorite memory as a child was being in fourth grade ƛƴ aǊǎΦ YƛǊƪōǊƛŘŜΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  {ƘŜ ǊŜŀŘ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜΩǎ ²Ŝō ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  
άI remember looking forward to her reading every day.έ   
 
/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ are right! 

 



 

 

 

 

Teachers Spotlight 
 

 
 

 
Mrs. Carol Sibley  has been teaching at Brookhaven for 10 years.  Prior to Brookhaven she taught in the Chino Valley 
Unified School District.   She received her BachelorΩs and MasterΩs degrees at Cal State Fullerton and her California 
teaching credentials from Chapman University.    
 
What she likes best about teaching occurs toward the end of each school year, in May and June, when she thinks about 
how much the students have learned.  She also enjoys the funny things kids say and the hugs. 
 
Mrs. Sibley is happily married and has three grown married sons and five grandchildren.  One of her sons and his family 
recently moved to Minnesota.  Another son is a Major in the California National Guard and her youngest son is a Captain 
in the Marine Corp.  Both are helicopter pilots.  The youngest son is returning to Iraq this summer for a third time.  She 
also has a wonderful Irish Setter dog. 
 
Mrs. {ƛōƭŜȅΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ memory as a child in school was her outdoor education camp experience.  She says, άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ 
being outdoors.  The mountains and wildlƛŦŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦέ  
 
/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ aǳǎŜǳƳ /ǳǊŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
organization you are right! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Library News 
 

I would like to thank the following families for donating their gently used books to our school library. 
 

The Quaranta Family 
The Ek Family 

The Houghton Family 
The Yedor Family 
The Allen Family 

The Groeff Family 
The Thanos Family 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support! 

 
Susan Hattabaugh 




